
By Justine Barati, Public Affairs

The Volunteer Connection

From the earliest days of our nation's
history, the spirit of volunteer
service has been reflected in

neighbors helping neighbors to overcome
obstacles to the pursuit of happiness.
The freedom and individual rights at the
core of our society come from a shared
responsibility for the health and well-
being of our communities and for each
other.
     For millions of Americans, volunteering
is the key to healthy, fulfilling and
meaningful lives.  Volunteering is giving.
But there is so much we can receive.
Volunteering renews our connection to
our community and builds self worth and
social responsibility in our children.
Through volunteering, we learn compas-
sion, tolerance, and hopefully, a sense of
duty to respond when people are in need.
     Volunteering may not always be
pleasant, but it is always necessary.  What
would our lives be like, what would our
community and our nation be like, without
neighbors helping neighbors?
     Volunteers are the helping hand and
human face of the Corps.  They are the
conscience of our society.  They are
thoughtful, committed citizens who
continue to change our world - one
activity at a time.
     And part of that world is right here in

the Rock Island District, where people like
Kevin Landwehr, Engineering Division,
Tom Minear, Office of Counsel, and Karen
Hagerty, Programs and Project Manage-
ment, are making a difference.
     Landwehr is a prominent member of the
District's Speakers Bureau program.  He
has spoken with numerous school groups
about his career in engineering.  He is also
a Junior Achievement instructor and
spends time each week working with
students to assist them in learning more
about the market system and the role of
the Corps in the nation.  Landwehr is also
a founding member of the District's
Explorer Post.  Through this Post, he
assist young men and women in learning
more about careers in engineering and the
work done by the Corps.
     Minear is also a member of the Speak-
ers Bureau and has spoken with many
groups of all ages about the work he does
with the Corps.  He is also a member of
our tutoring program at Central High
School in Davenport, Iowa.  Through this
program, he spends time assisting
students in their studies and relating this
work to his real-world experience here, at
the Corps.
     Hagerty is a member of the Community
River and Water Assistance Program.
Through this program, she has been

working with the Partners of Scott County
Watersheds on a monthly basis.  One area
the group is concentrating on is improve-
ment and restoration of the Duck Creek
area in Iowa.
     These are just a few of the many
District volunteers who are making a
difference in our community.
     April 8-14 is National Volunteer Week,
with its timely and appropriate theme,
"Celebrate the World - Volunteer."
Volunteers like Landwehr, Minear and
Hagerty represent America's 109 million
men and women who are engaged in
volunteer efforts to help solve many of
the social problems found in our commu-
nities and make them happier, healthier
places to live.
     Through the Corps' outreach programs,
employees, like you, work to foster
positive relations between the community
and the Corps. Contact with our public
provides an opportunity to reaffirm the
importance of the District's role in our
communities, the Midwest and the nation.
District employees interested in these
opportunities should contact Justine
Barati, 309-794-5204.

National Volunteer Week is spon-
sored by the Points of Light Founda-
tion at: www.pointsoflight.org
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Investing In Our People

Around the District

Rangers Published

Recent Retirements ...
     Johnnie M. Alsip, Lock and Dam 18,
was a lock and dam operator and retired
April 2, after serving 33 years and four
months with the federal government.
     Alsip was born in Goreville, Ill., was on
active duty with the U.S. Navy and started
working for the District at Lock and Dam
18 in 1973.
     During his Corps career he was
awarded the Union Steward - Special act
award for life saving.
     Alsip currently lives in Gladstone, Ill.
He has a daughter and a son, and when
asked about his retirement he plans to,
"Travel and see a lot more of my two
grandsons."
     W. Samuel Bjorkman III, Engineering
Division, Survey Branch, Office and
Support Section, was a civil engineering
technician and retired April 1, after
serving 38 years and five months with the
federal government.
     Bjorkman was born in Geneseo, Ill., and
attended the University of Illinois.
     Prior to joining the Corps he worked as
a mail carrier in Rock Island, Ill.
     Bjorkman started working for the Corps
in 1966.  He spent six months working in a
survey crew before spending the remain-
der of his time working for Survey Branch.
     Bjorkman and his wife currently reside
in Rock Island, Ill.  They have a son in
college and a daughter currently serving
in the U.S. Army.  He says he has no
special plans after retirement.

     Jacqueline Chandler, Programs and
Project Management, received a phone
call March 12 that changed her life.  She
and her husband, Anthony, had spent the
last five years working with a local
adoption agency trying to adopt a child.
That day, the long road to parenthood
came to an end.
     The Illinois
Department of
Children and
Family Services
called to let
Chandler know
she was a
mother to a
baby boy, born
March 2, and eight weeks early.  At the
time of the call he was in Peoria, Ill., but
was transported to Trinity Hospital in
Rock Island, Ill., the next day.
    "At first I thought she was offering to
put our "homestudy" in again, and that
we would be considered yet again for a
child, but not this time," said Chandler.
"This time the decision was final, Tony
and I were parents!"
     Chandler said it was really a shock,
because the last time their homestudy had
been submitted was a year ago.  They had
been expecting to adopt a toddler, as
infants are in high demand, but somehow
or another they were being offered the
golden ring and Chandler wasn't about to
allow the opportunity to have an infant
pass her by.

Phone Call Changes Dis-
trict Employee's Life

     She, along with several co-workers,
went to the hospital the next day to meet
the newest member of the Chandler family.
While she scrubbed her hands, they
wanted to know if there was a name that
she would like for the baby.  Anthony and
Jacqueline had spent the previous
evening figuring out a name and finally
settled on Brandon Christopher.
      "Brandon is a small boy, only 3.25
pounds when I first set eyes on him, but
he's growing everyday," said Chandler.
     By the end of March Brandon Christo-
pher was allowed to go home, albeit with a
monitor and special needs that will allow
the small boy to grow strong and thrive.
     "Anthony is a proud father who wants
pictures of everything, from sleepy yawns
to waving arms," said Chandler.  "He is
renovating a spare bedroom into a nursery
and handing out blue gum cigars."
     As for Jacqueline and Brandon
Christopher … mother and baby are doing
fine.

     Forester Gary Swenson, Forester Casey
Kohrt and Natural Resource Specialist Joe
Lundh, Mississippi River Project, co-
authored articles with avian biologist
Kelly McKay in a publication entitled
“Hawkwatching in the Americas.”
     More than 62 pages of peer-reviewed
manuscript from our staff made it into this
new publication sponsored by the Hawk
Migration Association of North America.

By Roger Bollman, Mississippi
River Project
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